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son of the King's, known as the Duke of Monmouth; anc
they hoped that this proposal would, in consequence of the
alleged plot, meet with much popular support.
In the same autumn (1678)  some  negotiations whict
Three Danby had, by Charfes's command, undertaken for^the
supply of money from the French King were discovered,
and Danby was impeached.   Charles, to save him, dissolved
the Cavalier Parliament, which had sat since 1661 (January,
1679).   There followed in a space of two years three short
Parliaments (1679-81).    The first of these insisted "upon
committing Danby to the Tower despite the King's pardon,
thereby developing the principle of the responsibility of
Habeas ministers.   It also passed, through Shaftesbury's influence,
CorAct the very important Habeas Corpus Act, the object of which
was to ensure that a man who was imprisoned should be
brought up for trial as soon as possible.
Injdljhree of these short Parliaments, however, the chief
The topic was the Bill for excluding James from the succession,
Biii?sthe the Opposition being resolved to make ^an7 effort to prevent
taTtT'sue- the accession^ of a Roman Catholic. Hence Shaftesbury and
the Opposition pressed for the succession of the FroFestent
Duke of Monmouth, who, they held, was a legitimatTson
of Charles, the "marriage certificate of his motEer with
Charles being secreted (so it was alleged) in a certain " black
box ". CJiacks, however, said he would rather see his son
hanged Jthan legitimize^him. It was during this"tim& that
Political Parties were first organized." At first they were
known underjhe nlmes of Petitioners and Abhorrers, from
the HcTthat one party petitioned for the calling oFTParlia-
ment, whilst the other expressed their abhorrence of any
encroachment on the King's Prerogative; laterjjieyBeanie
to be called by their^respective opponen^JVfggs -(Scots
whig, fcTjog'alongJ'aKer the nanie^of ^certain fanatical Scots
Covenanters7~and Tories (see p. 510) after some wild Irish
Roman Catholic rebels; and the names are still in use to
our own day. The last of the three Parliaments was sum-